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Joint Occupational Health & Safety Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Name of 
Committee:  

Faculty of Science – JOHSC 
Worker Co-Chair: Monica Clarkson 

Employer Co-Chair: Glenn Sammis 
 

Date:  Thursday October 9, 2025 
Time: 11:30 am  

Location: Zoom 
 
AGENDA: 

1. Roll Call & Welcome Jenny Lum!  
2. Determination of Quorum 
3. Approval of Previous Joint Occupational Health and Safety 

Committee (JOHSC) Meeting Minutes 
4. Additional Agenda Items, Review Actionable Items from Local 

Safety Team (LST) Minutes & Approval of Agenda 
5. Review Central Accident/Incident Reporting System (CAIRS) 

report of Accidents/Incidents 
a. Review Statistics  
b. Monthly Incident List  
c. Previous Incidents  

6. Review Workplace Safety Inspections (including any changes to 
equipment, machinery or work processes that may affect the 
health or safety of workers) 

a. IR#202519494998A- 
7. Review Education and Training  

a. Jenny to complete training by Feb 2026 
 
 

8. Ongoing Business – Status of Action Items 
a. September LST Mtg Attendance  
b. strategies to improve CAIRS report submission times  
c. Promoting details on Workers right to refuse unsafe work –  
d. Safety Website Improvement feedback  
e. Fire Drills updated regulations – see below – Rich via Glenn 

9. JOHSC Recommendation Letters (Correspondence) – nothing for 
discussion  

10. New and Other Business 
a. Please report Safety Day attendance to Jill  
b. REMINDER to complete inspections  
c. Flu season  
d. Please keep shared spaces tidy by getting rid of clutter  
e. Shakeout – October 16th  
f. Travel safe around campus   

11. Next Meeting Thursday November 13, 2025 
12. Meeting Adjournment 
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1. ROLL CALL 
Worker Representatives Association/Union Work Location Present Regrets Absent 

Harry Brumer Faculty Michael Smith Laboratories  ☐ ☐ 
Brett Couch Faculty Dept. of Botany  ☐ ☐ 
Karen Reid M&P Michael Smith Laboratories  ☐ ☐ 
Christopher Stinson CUPE 116 Beaty Biodiversity Museum  ☐ ☐ 
Vivian Leung M&P Dept. Computer Sciences   ☐ ☐ 
Mladen Bumbulovic M&P Physics & Astronomy  ☐ ☐ 
Brendan Fisher CUPE 116 Botanical Gardens  ☐ ☐  
Tammy Tromba CUPE 2950 Zoology ☐ ☐  
Anna Rodgers CUPE 2950 ScienceCoop  ☐ ☐  

Katie Wong CUPE 2950 Math ☐ ☐  

Monica Clarkson M&P Chemistry  ☐ ☐ 
John Nomellini M&P M&I   ☐ ☐ 
Jacqueline Higgins  CUPE 2278 Chemistry  ☐ ☐ 

Employer Representatives Work Location Present Regrets Absent 
Glenn Sammis Dept. of Chemistry  ☐ ☐ 
Amber Stefanson Dept. EOAS  ☐ ☐ 
Laura Lockyer-Cotter Faculty of Science  ☐ ☐ 
Jenny Lum Faculty of Science Dean’s Office  ☐  ☐ 

Resources/Guests Work Location Present Regrets Absent 
Richard Wambolt  Safety and Risk Services  ☐ ☐ 
Jillian Turner Microbiology and Immunology  ☐ ☐ 

1A. CORE GROUP ATTENDANCE  
Faculty (2) – yes 
M&P (2) – yes 
Employer Reps (2-3) – yes 

CUPE 2950 (1) – no 
CUPE 116 (1) – yes 
CUPE 2278 (2) – no 

NUT (1) -  no 
 

2. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
a. A minimum of 4 members; 
b. Worker representatives (faculty and staff workers who do not exercise managerial functions) and employer representatives 

(management workers who exercise managerial functions); 
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c. At least half of the members must be worker representatives; 
Is there quorum for this meeting 
* If quorum is not met, the meeting does not qualify as a monthly meeting. The monthly meeting will need to be 
rescheduled within the same month. 

Yes 
 

 

No 
☐ 

 
3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS JOHSC MEETING MINUTES 
(Statement to indicate minutes of previous meeting have been read & acknowledged and to record any corrections to it) 
 Move to adopt minutes.  Moved by: Nomo Seconded by: Chris 
 

Are the minutes approved? Yes 
 

No 
☐ 

 
4. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS & APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Goodbye Rich!  

4 A. REVIEW ACTIONABLE ITEMS FROM LST MINUTES (if applicable) 
Place actionable items under Accident/Incident Investigation, Safety Inspections, Correspondence, New Business etc. as applicable and 
assign proper item # for further discussion/action. 
  No actionable items noted 

Is the agenda approved? Yes 
 

No 
☐ 

 
5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  
See attached incident report: 
 Monthly Incident List & Statistical Summary Report (For any general CAIRS information that requires discussion or action, please record 

under “New Business” e.g. make note of trends etc. Any incident-specific items and follow up requests are to be listed below) 

(* See Legend at end for Priority and Status Codes) 

Item # 
(Use CAIRS Incident 

ID # and Incident 
Date) 

Priority 
Action Plan 

(Actions Taken/Need to be taken) 
Assigned 

To 
Follow up: 

Date Pending 
Status 
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5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  

137843-2025-09-
03 

C 
Fall 
 Rich to follow up on who to ask about this incident 
 Stepped on pallet, lost balance and fell 

Glenn via 
Rich 

2025-11-13 IP 

137909-2025-09-
07 

C 

Stiffness and back pain 
 Reminder to staff to warm up before work and review use of brush 

cutter and possible alternatives for this work 
 Worker was cutting back bushes and using side to side motion on 

uneven terrain and twisting/lifting and caused a back strain  
 Stiffness and back pain  

n/a n/a C 

137890-2025-09-
08 

C 

Cut finger on loose screw while opening door 
 Submitted service request to UBC operations to fix this 
 Door handle screws were loose, first aid was called  
 Cut finger on loose screw while opening door 

n/a n/a C 

137879 
(137886)-2025-

09-09 
C 

Trizol splashed on student’s face 
 In future use Cryo tubes (screw top) for these samples and only 

handle in a fume hood with sash down and wearing PPE (Chris to 
also suggest a face shield)  

 Removed tubes from freezer and one of the tubes burst. Appears to 
be a tube failure  

 Trizol splashed on students face 

n/a n/a C 

137891-2025-09-
09 

C 

Cut on arm, did not know when or where they got it. 
 More info needed  
 Cut was cleaned but became itchy and swollen  
 Cut on arm, did not know when or where they got it.  

Brendan 2025-11-13 IP 

137881 
(137929)-2025-

09-09 
C 

Worker reported feeling ill. 
 First aid was called and worker went to hospital. Medical issue not 

related to any work causes. 
 Worker reported feeling ill.  

n/a n/a C 

137897-2025-09-
10 

C 
Wasp stings 
 More info needed  

Brendan 2025-11-13 IP 
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5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  
 Worker was unknowingly working near wasp nest in the ground and 

was stung 
 Wasp stings 

137924 
(137898)-2025-

09-11 
C 

DCM spill onto skin 
 Poor planning, needed a larger collection container. Reminded 

workers to report to campus security immediately (in this case they 
cleaned the spill first and started first aid treatment). Could also 
push the drainage into the fume hood.  

 Was wearing PPE and followed lab manual  
 Spilled onto wrist where glove and sleeve did not meet, waste 

containers filled very quickly and in the process of getting another 
container some DCM spilled on the skin. First aid called and fire dept 
attended.  

 DCM spill onto skin  

n/a n/a C 

137926 
(137939)-2025-

09-13 
C 

J-Young NMR tube exploded and cut student’s hand 
 Work alone buddy should be IN the room with you 
 Recommendations: continue to inspect J-young NMR tubes before 

use, periodically replace the tubes (up to 1 year old), thaw in a 
container, wear a face shield, have buddy in lab when doing this 
work 

 Likely the cause of a micro fracture in the tube that the student 
could not see. Student was very experienced with this work.  

 Was wearing PPE, had visually inspected tube prior to setting down. 
911 called, poison control called, student went to hospital.  

 J-Young NMR tube exploded and cut student’s hand 

n/a n/a C 

137949 
(137950)-2025-

09-16 
C 

Solvent spilled on floor and gloves due to overfilling reservoir. Was 
wearing PPE 
 Reminder to check reservoir is empty before refilling, retrain on use 

of log book for maintenance and use of hexanes, review spill 
response procedures  

n/a n/a C 
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5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  
 Procedures were not followed, did not check reservoir was empty 

before refilling.  
 Campus security was called, area was evacuated  
 Solvent spilled on floor and gloves due to overfilling reservoir. Was 

wearing PPE  
137986 

(137943)-2025-
09-16 

C 
 Rich to confirm how to classify, what JOHSC role is (if any?) 
 911 was called and campus security 
 Random attack  

Glenn via 
Rich 

2025-11-13 IP 

137970 
(137954)-2025-

09-17 
C 

Needle poke due to excessive force to uncap 
 Procedures were not followed blunt needles should be used for 

training and only one hand needed for uncapping, could also use cut 
proof gloves for training  

 Campus security was called and student was wearing PPE 
 Needle poke due to excessive force to uncap  

n/a n/a C 

137947 
(137952)-2025-

09-17 
C 

Back strain when they bent over 
 Make kneepads and long armed cleaning wands available for this 

work so they don’t need to bend over 
 Declined medical attention, likely related to already present back 

issue 
 Back strain when they bent over  

n/a n/a C 

137974 
(137960)-2025-

09-18 
C 

Solvent fell and spilled while it was being transported on cart. 
 Suggested a cheat sheet for transporting hazardous waste to be kept 

near transportation cart  
 Cart with lip on top was not used, procedures not followed. Remind 

about procedures and emergency spill response They were using the 
wrong car and overloaded it. They will purchase a new cart they 
could also use a wagon for transport. 

 Called safety office and began spill cleanup. Called Campus security  
 Solvent fell and spilled while it was being transported on cart. Cart 

bumped into poster board in hall. Students were wearing PPE  

n/a n/a C 
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5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  
137977 

(137961)-2025-
09-18 

C  See 137974 (137960)-2025-09-18 n/a n/a C 

137978 
(137963)-2025-

09-18 
C  See 137974 (137960)-2025-09-18 n/a n/a C 

137853-2025-09-
04 

C 

Cabinet door fell off while opening it.  
 Thanks for reporting a near miss 
 Hinge repaired, will add to future inspections.  
 Top hinge had come loose, is a high-use cabinet  
 Cabinet door fell off while opening it. No damage, user was able to 

catch door and get help.  

n/a n/a C 

137913-2025-09-
12 

C 

Student felt dizzy and fell 
 Personal medical issue 
 First aid called and attended  
 Student felt dizzy and fell  

n/a n/a C 

137959-2025-09-
16 

C 

Ethanol spill and ignited counter. 
 Got rid of ethanol burners that were not working well. Got fire 

blankets and other fire supplies. Bret to take Fire Extinguisher 
course. 

 All fires should be reported to campus security, even it is out.  
 Students encouraged to work more slowly  
 TA was able to put out the fire 
 Ethanol spill and ignited counter.  

n/a n/a C 

137953-2025-09-
17 

C 

Student burnt hand when flaming glass tubes. 
 Nomo to get more information 
 Should use a clamp for this work? Neosporin is not appropriate first 

aid for a burn.  
 Student’s technique was corrected.  

Nomo 2025-11-13 IP 
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5. REVIEW CAIRS REPORT OF ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS:  
 Had experience but slightly adjusted proper form resulting in bring. 

First aid was called.  
 Student burnt hand when flaming glass tubes.  

137980 
(137966)-2025-

09-18 
C  See 137974 (137960)-2025-09-18 n/a n/a C 

 
6. REVIEW OF WORKPLACE SAFETY INSPECTIONS  (including any changes to equipment, machinery or work processes that may affect the health 

or safety of workers) 
Distribute inspection checklist(s) and report(s) for meeting and use this table to record discussion and new recommendation(s) 
  No actionable items noted 

Item # 
(Use Inspection #) Priority 

Action Plan 
(Actions Taken/Need to be taken) 

Assigned 
To 

Follow up: 
Date Pending 

Status 

IR202519494998A C 

worker fainted and struck their head on the edge of the stairs, 
WorkSafeBC requires submission full Employer Incident Investigation 
Report (EIIR) by Oct 4 
 Report into CAIRS within 48 hours 
 Investigations to be completed within 30 days  

n/a n/a C 

Annual General Inspection Tracking  

Department Notes Date Completed 

Beaty Biodiversity Museum   
Botanical Garden & Centre 

for Plant Research 
  

Botany   

Chemistry   

Computer Science   
Earth Ocean and 

Atmospheric Science 
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6. REVIEW OF WORKPLACE SAFETY INSPECTIONS  (including any changes to equipment, machinery or work processes that may affect the health 
or safety of workers) 
Michael Smith Labs   
Microbiology and 

Immunology 
  

Physics and Astronomy   

Zoology    
* GI – General Inspection  
 

7. REVIEW EDUCATION AND TRAINING  

(General discussion, confirm all training is up-to -date, etc. For all actionable items please list below) 

Item # 
(ED-yy/mm/dd-01) Priority 

Action Plan 
(Actions Taken/Need to be taken) 

Assigned 
To 

Follow up: 
Date Pending 

Status 

ED-25/09/11-01 ED 
New members must complete training within 6 months 

Jenny Lum to complete training by February 2026 
Jenny 2026-02-01 IP 

ED-25/10/09-01 ED 
Safety Day 2025 
Monica attended 5.5 hours  
Vivan Leung attended  

n/a n/a C 

* ED – Education and Training 
 

8. ONGOING BUSINESS – Status of Action Items 

Original Item # Priority 
Action Plan 

(Actions Taken/Need to be taken) 
Assigned 

To 

Follow up: 
Date 

Pending 
Status 

137536 
(137519)-2025-

07-10 
C 

Fire in Laser Cutter Room  
 Rich waiting on response – will email with an update 
 Rich to follow up: should the procedures be similar to 3D printing; 

do they need fire extinguisher training?  
 JOHSC: concerned about poor ventilation and set up that fires are an 

issue. 

Glenn via 
Rich 

2025-09-11 IP 
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8. ONGOING BUSINESS – Status of Action Items 
 Results: new training for users to include that there is the potential 

for fire and to remain in the room while the machine is in use 
 Investigation: unknown why laser cutter ignited. 
 Fire in laser cutter, no one was in room 

137582 
(137568)-2025-

07-17 
C 

Worker had food allergic reaction  
 administered her own epi-pen and walked to UBC Hospital, first aid 

was not called   
 JOHSC: did they call campus first aid? 
 Results: worker is responsible to review before consuming 
 Investigation: snack was labelled that it contained peanuts  
 Worker ate snack that contained peanuts, they had a peanut allergy, 

administered epi pen   

n/a n/a C 

137584 
(137563)-2025-

07-18 
C 

Chair Collapse at Tim Horton’s  
 These are set up by facilities. They will ensure they are properly set 

up and maintained going forward 
 Rich waiting on response  
 JOHSC: Rich to forward to the appropriate person for this and find 

out if there was an injury or a near miss 
 Results: the outlet should fully open and secure the chairs  
 Investigation: chairs were not fully opened  
Outdoor chair collapsed when someone went to sit on it  

n/a n/a C 

137598(137576)-
2025-07-21 

C 

Polishing machine-made strange noises and broke 
 Have updated their SOP for this machine and are in the process of 

finalizing  
 Power is a simple plug  
 JOHSC suggests maintenance check in 6 months to confirm still 

working properly  
 Polishing machine was examined and is now working properly  
 JOHSC: are there lock out or de-energization procedures? Was it 

user error or machine error? Is the paper towel sign sufficient? 

n/a n/a C 
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8. ONGOING BUSINESS – Status of Action Items 
Polishing machine-made strange noises and broke 

NB-25/01/09-02 

E JOHSC Improvement Goals for 2025 – LST Meeting Attendance  
 Monica & Glenn to attend more LST meetings this year. Please invite 

Monica & Glenn to your LST meetings  
LST Meeting tracker: 
1) January – Monica – EOAS ESB 
2) January – Monica – Botany  
February – Monica – Beaty  

Monica & 
Glenn 

2025-12-12 IP 

NB-25/01/09-03 

E JOHSC Improvement Goals for 2025 - strategies to improve CAIRS report 
submission times.  
 In the process of editing the poster, will share with the committee 

next  month for feedback. Will then send to SRS to review before 
going live.  

 Will update the committee when the poster is ready for review  
 Subcommittee had a meeting and will work on a poster that will 

include details on reporting in 48 hours and include a QR 
code/contact email for help with reports. Applied Science has a 
version that we will work to modify. Glenn will share with 
departments heads and in newsletters when complete.  

 Next steps are to set up a subcommittee meeting  
 Subcommittee formed: Karen, Glenn & Monica  
 Reminder to email your interest in joining the subcommittee  
 January – if you are interested in joining this subcommittee, please 

email Monica or Glenn 
Suggestion is to have 1-2 go-to people in each department to help fill 
out the forms and promote this service.  

Glenn/Mo
nica 

2025-12-12 IP 

NB-25/01/09-04 

E JOHSC Improvement Goals for 2025 - Promoting details on Workers right 
to refuse unsafe work 
 Monica circulated Poster for departments to use in their safety 

folders. Glenn will give a seminar on the topic in CHEM in 

Glenn 2025-12-12 IP 
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8. ONGOING BUSINESS – Status of Action Items 
November. Once that is completed, will update the JOHSC and offer 
seminars to other departments. 

 Are developing a poster (based off of a WorkSafe BC poster) that can 
be added to the red safety folders. Will present in November. 

 Glenn to update after presentation trial in Chemistry - October 
 Subcommittee has met and discussed that there is not very good 

communication on this and many people do not know their roles in 
the hierarchy of reporting. Glenn to develop a trial presentation for 
Chemistry in early fall. After Chem it can be rolled out to other 
departments.  

 Next steps are to set up a subcommittee meeting  
 Subcommittee formed: Jacqueline, Glenn & Monica   
 Reminder to email your interest in joining the subcommittee  
January – if you are interested in joining this subcommittee, please email 
Monica or Glenn  

NB-25/05/8-02 

E Safety Website 
 Discussed website, decided to keep as-is and add to it as needed. 

Will look into adding links to various other safety sites so other 
departments can see their various safety documentation i.e. safety 
folders. Jill to add Botany first. 

 Postpone until October. 
 We would like the LSTs to please review the site at their next 

meetings and provide any feedback. The site is probably 9 or so 
years old and ready for a revamp. 

 Reviewed the statistics from 2025 – overall the use is low but the 
effort to maintain is also low. We would like to see the site used 
more in training/on-boarding.  

 Does anyone use this?  
Jill to ask for a report from the IT/marketing team 

n/a n/a C 
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8. ONGOING BUSINESS – Status of Action Items 

NB-25/09/11-05 

E Fire Drills for labs with combustible materials  
 This is what the Chemistry Department is doing (you may want to do 

something similar in your department) : Their dept will email the 
groups a month before each drill is due with a reminder and 
suggested discussion topics. They will report back to the department 
that they completed the drill, who attended and what they 
discussed etc.  

 Rich has provided the table that is in the BERP (17.3) for reporting 
your Fire drills  

 Lots of discussion on new fire drill regulations from the BC Fire Code 
 Rich will follow up with details on documenting  
 You can count your regular annual fire drill as 1 
 Drills must be contacted every three months (can’t do all 4 in one 

month for example) 
 Rich will pull some examples of fires that have happened at UBC that 

labs can use as examples of scenarios  
 Email Glenn if you would like to join the subcommittee discussion on 

this. 

Glenn 2025-12-12 IP 

* ED – Education and Training * GI – General Inspection     *NB – New Business 
 

9.  JOHSC FORMAL RECOMMENDATION LETTERS & REGULATORY INSPECTIONS (e.g. WorkSafeBC) 
Item # 

(use 
Recommendation 
or Report #) 

Priority Discussion and/or Action Items 
Assigned 

To 

Date of 
Issue Date to be 

Completed 
Status 

  Nothing for discussion     
* REC – Recommendation Letter *IR – WorkSafeBC Regulatory Inspection 
 

10. NEW & OTHER BUSINESS 
 Report Safety Day Attendance to Jill  
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10. NEW & OTHER BUSINESS 
 Reminder to complete and upload annual inspections by December 31 2025 
 Flu Season – stay home when sick  
 Keep you shared spaces tidy  
 Shakeout – October 16th  
 Travel safe around campus – details in agenda  
 Jill to keep running list of projects we can use to submit our JOHSC for next year’s Safety Day Awards. 

Item # 
(NB-yy/mm/dd-01) Priority 

Action Plan 
(Actions Taken/Need to be taken) 

Assigned 
To 

Date to be 
Completed 

Status 

NB-25/10/09-01 

E Review CAIRS Statistics for past 6-months  
 Have seen improvements in 48-hour reporting and 30-day 

inspections 
 Note the 30-day inspections INCLUDES the corrective actions being 

completed  
 Given the size of our department, we seem to have a low # of 

incidents which is a good thing  

n/a n/a C 

NB-25/10/09-02 
E Thank you, Rich, for your service on the JOHSC. Rich is retiring at the end 

of October.  
n/a n/a C 

*NB – New Business 
 

11. NEXT MEETING 
Date: Thursday November 13, 2025 
Time: 11:30 am 
Location: Zoom 

 
 

12. MEETING ADJOURNED 
Time: 12:11 pm  
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LEGEND 
PRIORITY: STATUS:  

A Critical/Life threatening/high probability  N New 
B Urgent/moderate probability of re-occurrence R Repeat 
C Important/low probability of re-occurrence C Complete 
D Reminders IP In Progress 
E Information RF Referred forward 

 
 
Monthly Distribution and Posting of Approved Meeting Minutes (Required): 
 Responsible VP 
 Responsible Managing Director/Dean 
 All JOHSC members 
 Internal Communications Person 
 Safety & Risk Services ubcsafety.committee@ubc.ca 
 Posted on any Safety Bulletin Boards (if applicable) 


